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another. No culture can live, if it attempts to be exclu-
sive. There is no such thing as pure Aryan culture in
existence today in India. Whether the Aryans were
indigenous to India or were unwelcome intruders, does
not interest me much. What does interest me is the fact
that my remote ancestors blended with one another
with the utmost freedom and we of the present generation
are a result of that blend. Whether we are doing any
good to the country of our birth and the tiny globe
which sustains us or whether we are a burden, the
future alone will show.
Harijan, 9-5-'36

CHAPTER  XLVI

THE NEW EDUCATION

Whatever may be true of other countries, in India
at any rate where more than eighty per cent of the
population is agricultural and another ten per cent
industrial, it is a crime to make education merely literary,
and to unfit boys and girls for manual work in after-life.
Indeed I hold that as the larger part of our time is
devoted to labour for earning our bread, our children
must from their infancy be taught the dignity of such
labour. Our children should not be so taught as to despise
labour. There is no reason why a peasant's son after
having gone to school should become useless, as he does
become, as an agricultural labourer. It is a sad thing
that our schoolboys look upon manual labour with
disfavour, if not contempt.
Toung India, l-9-'21